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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as shown. Applicant reserves the right to pursue any 
cancelled claims at a later date. 

13. (amended) A method for re-routing data packets of a packet-switchmg network 
onto at least one alternate network capable of assuring a quality requested by a network user, 
the packet-switching netwwk and the at least one alt^iate network form sub-netwoiks of a 
netwoik over which data packets can be transmitted, including at least one source node and at 
least on destination node that are each respectively one of either directly or indirectly 
connected to an access node via at least one intermediate node, the access node being capable 
of setting up a connection both to the packet-svritching networic and to one of the at least one 
ahemate networic, the method comprising: 

identifying eaty by a respective bit pattern known to the access node the data packets 
to be routed via an alternate netwoik m the source node by a bit pattern known to the access 
node that- is connected to the s oarce nodo elthor directly or indirectly via at least one 
intermcdint frHftede; 

recognizing said-the known bit pattern upon arrival of such data packets in the access 
node;ftfid 

re-routing the data packets identified with the known bit pattern onto an akemate 
networi&i 

using in at least one source node, bit patterns corresponding to flie respectively 
requested qnalitv: 

using each recognized bit pattern of a data packet to produce a re-routing thereof 
onto at least one altemate network with a QPaKtv corresponding to the recognized bit 
pattern: and 

preventing the re-routing of the data packet onto at least one aKernate network. 
If after recognition of such a bit pattern of a data packet to be routed via the at least one 
alternate network la such an access node, the at least one altemate network cannot offer 
the qnalitv corresponding to the bit pattern. 

14. (amended) A Tfee metiuxl according to claim 1 3, further comprising the step of 
using a fdter in the access node to check data packets arriving from a source node for the 
known bit pattern; and 
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imtiating the re-routing of the data packets identified with this bit pattern onto 
an alternate network when a known bit pattern is recognized. 

15. (amended) A The method according to claim I4, fiirther comprismg flie step of 
connecting to the source node one of either directly or indirectly via at least one intermediate 
node containing a table for determining trafiBc paths into which the function of the filter is 
integrated, the table additionally contains bit patterns that can produce a re-routing of the data 
packet identified with such bit patterns onto an alternate network. 

1 6. (canceled) A The method according to claim 13, fiirther comprising the step of 
locating the known bit pattern in the header of a data padcet to be routed via the attmiate 
network. 

17. (amended) A The method according to claim 16, further comprising the step of 
using the same bit pattern in at least one source node regardless of the respectively requested 
qualify. 

18. (canceled) 

1 9. (amended) A The method accordmg to claim 13, fipther comprising the step of 
using bit pattem of a data packet to produce a re-routing thereof onto at least one alternate 
network, corresponding to the bit pattem with a specific quality. 

20. (canceled) 

21. (amended) A method for re-routipg data packets of a packet-switching 
network onto at least one alternate network capable of assuring a Quality requested bv a 
network user, the oackct-switching network and the at least one alternate network form 
snb-nctworks of a network over which data packets can be transmitted, including at 
least one sonrce node and at least on destination node that are each respectivelv one of 
either dir ecttv or indirectly connected to an access node via at kast one intermediate 
node, the access node being capable of setting up a connection both to the packet- 
switching network and to one of the at least one alternate network, the method 
comprising; 

klentifving only bv a r^nective bit pattern known to the acce» node the data 
packets to be rooted via an alternate network in the source node bv a bit pattem known 
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to the access node that is connected to the source node either directtv or Indirecflv via at 
least one intermediate node: 

recognizing the known bi t pattern noon arrival of sach data packets in the access 

node; 

re-ropting the d ata packets identified with the known bit pattern onto an 
alternate network; 

connecting to the sonrce no de one of either directly or indirectiv via at least one 
intermediate node grpntni ning a table for detennininB traffic paths into which the 
ftinction of a filter is int ^rated> the table additip naHy contain s bit patterns that can 
produce a re-roating of the d ata packet identified with such bit patterns onto an 
alternate network: 

locating the know n bit pattern in the header of a data packet to be ronted via the 
alternate network: 

using in at least o ne sonrce node, bit patterns corresponding to the respectivelv 
requested onalitv; 

using each recogn ized bit pattern of a data packet to produce a re-routing thereof 
onto at least one alternat e network wifli a qualitv corresponding to the recognized bit 
pattern; and 

A mettiod according to claim 20, furth e r comprising the s tep of preventing the re- 
routing of the data packet onto at least one alternate network, if after recognition of such a bit 
pattern of a data packet to be routed via the at least one alternate network in such an access 
node, the at least one alternate network cannot offer the quality corresponding to the bh 
pattern. 

22. (amended) A Jfeg method according to claim 21, further comprising the steps 
of having the at least one source node send the data packets to ccHnmunicate a message via the 
pacleet-switching networic to at least one destination node with respect to the data packets to 
be routed via the at least one alternate network; 

and waiting for an acknowledge from the at least one destination node. 

23. (amended) A The method according to claim 22, fiirther comprising the step of 
having the access node connected to the lot at least one source node send a message with 
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respect to the assured quality requested by the at least one source node to the netwoik the at 
least one alternate network; and 

waiting for an acknowledge thereof. 

24. (amended) A The method according to clahn 23, further comprising the step of 
reserving for data packets to be transmitted with an assured quality, at least one logical 
channel of the packet switching network, in a network constellation in vMch the at least one 
alternate network is formed. 

25. (new) The meithod according to claim 13, further comprising the steps of 
having the at least one source node send the data packets to communicate a message via the 
packet-switching network to at least one destination node with respect to the data packets to 
be routed via the at least one alt^nate network, 

and waiting for an acknowledge fix)m the at least one destination node. 

26. (new) The method according to claim 25, further comprising flie step of having 
the access node connected to the at least one source node send a message with respect to the 
assured quality requested by the at least one source node to the network the at least one 
alternate network, and 

waiting for an acknowledge thereof. 

27. (new) The method according to claun 26, further comprising the step of 
reserving for data packets to be transmitted with an assured quality, at least c«ie logical 
channel of the packet switching networic, in a network constellation m which the at least one 
altemate network is formed. 
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